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Unresolved Design Questions in the South End 


Set forth below are the principal design issues which have 
either not been discussed, or over which there are differences 
of approach. 


A meeting to clarify these problems has been set for 4:30 
Wednesday, February 5. 


The Function and Design of Washington Street 


a. 


It is assumed the EL will stay indefinitely (at 
least for the next ten years). Is this agreed 
upon? 


If the EL is to stay, there has been some dis- 
cussion of adding a station near Blackstone 
and Franklin Squares. Should this be pursued? 
Should it be part of the project improvements 
cost? 


If the EL is to stay, should attempts be made 
to “improve it" either in terms of reducing 
the noise or changing its appearance? 


If the EL is to remain, with either two or three 
stations in the South End, it will continue to 
have a strong influence on the retail shopping 
pattern. Should we recognize or attempt to ignore 
this influence? 
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What is the traffic function of Washington Street? 
There has been some talk of narrowing it - which 
apparently can be done and still meet our traffic 
flow requirements. If it is narrowed what will the 
space created be used for - park, parking? 


Open Space Treatment 


Perhaps more than with any other element of the Plan, 
there is a general lack of agreement as to how to develop 
open space (or "passive" park space) in the South End. The 
following possibilities or combinations exist: 


Ibe 


As part of a particular community facility - particu- 
larly playgrounds. 


Along streets by narrowing the paved right-of-way 

or widening the total public right-of-way to in- 
clude a linear park area. These would be developed 
where clearance patterns allow, where there is 
significant pedestrian flows and where street traffic 
is not overly oppressive. 


By taking advantage of the "missing-teeth” - random 
lots as available. 


As more formal park spaces. There are no plans for 
such development as far as I know. 


Development of interior block spaces in connection 
with other uses. 


Development of these open spaces has been thought of as 
a "system" which relates the spaces to streets, sidewalks, 
community facilities, shopping areas, etc. in some organized 
way. Is such a system a recognized component of any South 


End Plan? 


system? 


If so, what is the basic organization of such a 
Is it more than putting together the types of spaces 


identified above? 
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Treatment of Block Interior 


l. What is the status of Wampler's work? Is it 
accepted? Rejected? Should it be modified? 


2. Are proposals to be made for treatment of 
interior blocks for inclusion in Part I? Later? 


A number of questions revolve around treatment of these 
spaces: pedestrian circulation, off street arking, open 
space development, garbage collection, blk Wolk We lots,and 
acquisition costs. % 


Expressway Extension 


The Traffic Department Staff will be making a report 
soon. The issue is therefore not covered here. 


Cross Traffic 


How to handle W. Dedham and other cross streets has not 
been agreed upon. Is further traffic analysis work needed? 
Are alternative solutions available? 
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